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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

antiquated, inadequate and unworthy of the high standard of 
civilization that we have attained in other respects and should be 
modified in the interest of justice and social security. 

The conference adopted resolutions calling attention to the 
popular dissatisfaction with the results of our present methods 
of administering criminal justice; declared that reliable and accu- 
rate information regarding the active administration of the crim- 
inal law was necessary to efficient legislation and administration ; 
appealed to Congress to provide through the agency of the Census 
Bureau for the collection of full and accurate criminal and judicial 
statistics covering the entire country ; and urged the enactment of 
legislation by the states, requiring prosecuting attorneys and 
magistrates to report to some state officer full information regard- 
ing crime committed within their jurisdictions and the punishment 
of offenders. Recognizing the desirability of making readily 
accessible in English the more important treatises on criminology 
published in foreign languages, steps were taken looking toward 
the translation and publication of such treatises, to the end that 
the principles of criminal science may be more generally studied 
and the criminal law improved. Finally, impressed with the 
advantages of uniting the efforts of lawyers, criminologists, 
sociologists and all others in the cause of a better criminal law, 
the conference resolved to effect a permanent national organ- 
ization, to be known as the American Institute of Criminal 
Law and Criminology, whose purposes shall be to advance the 
scientific study of crime, criminal law and procedure, to for- 
mulate and promote measures for solving the problems con- 
nected therewith, and to co-ordinate the efforts of individuals and 
of organizations interested in the administration of certain and 
speedy justice. Mr. John H. Wigmore of Chicago was elected 
president of the new organization and it was decided to hold the 
next meeting at Washington in October, 1910, in connection with 
the International Prison Association. The proceedings of the Chi- 
cago conference will be published for distribution among the 
members. J. W. G. 

Plan of the Journal,.- — During the sessions of the Na- 
tional Conference on Criminal Law and Criminology at Chicago 
the fact was brought out that there is no journal or bulletin 
published in the English language devoted wholly or in part to 
the cause of criminal law and criminology or to the problems 
connected therewith, although there are thirty or forty periodicals 



PLAN OF THE JOURNAL. 

of this character published in foreign countries, notably Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Switzerland, and even India and South America. 1 In Ger- 
many alone there are not less than twenty journals, bulletins or 
periodical publications devoted wholly or in part to some phase of 
criminal jurisprudence, criminology, penology, criminal psychol- 
ogy, psychiatry, or police administration. In France there are at 
least seven such periodicals, and in Belgium there is one (the 
Revue de droit penal et de criminologie) , founded in 1907. In 
Italy, where the interest in criminal science has long been active 
and constructive, there are at least a dozen periodical publications 
devoted to the problems of criminal law, criminology, penology and 
the allied sciences. 

America needs a journal which shall represent all classes of 
persons whose professional activities or private interests bring 
them into relation with the administration of the criminal law and 
who are seeking for modern solutions of some of its most important 
problems. Very recently there has been a remarkable awakening 
of interest in the scientific study of crime and penal methods — 
an interest which is beginning to manifest itself in a productive 
research and investigation as well as in destructive criticism of 
antiquated methods and in constructive proposals of reform. Be- 
lieving that an organ should be provided for promoting this 
new spirit of research and investigation, the American Institute 
of Criminal Law and Criminology has undertaken the establish- 
ment of this Journal. 

It will aim to arouse and extend a wider interest in the 
study of all questions relating to the administration of the crimi 
nal law, including the causes and prevention of crime, methods of 
criminal procedure and the treatment of criminals; to provide a 
common medium for recording the results of the best scientific 
thought and professional practice in this and foreign countries 
concerning the larger problems of criminal science; to consider 
the present state of the criminal law in every branch, and to bring 
to the attention of all who are interested the evidences of progress 
in legislation and administration so far as it relates to the de- 
tection and punishment of crime, criminal procedure, and the 
punishment of offenders. It will advocate the introduction of 
such reforms in existing penal methods as experience and reason 

'A list of these periodicals is published in this issue of the Journal on 
pp. 163-166. 



REFORMS IN FEDERAL PROCEDURE. 

have shown to be desirable, to the end that a more effective, 
speedy and inexpensive system of criminal justice may be secured, 
more modern and effective methods of dealing with criminals may 
be introduced, and the causes of the present widespread and in- 
creasing popular dissatisfaction with the administration of the 
criminal law may be removed. The Journal will encourage and 
advocate legislation looking toward the collection and publication 
of more systematic statistical and descriptive information relating 
to the causes, nature and punishment of crime, including judicial 
statistics showing the efficiency of those agencies and instru- 
mentalities charged with the detection and punishment of crime. 
Finally, the Journal will furnish reviews of recent and current 
scientific literature in English and foreign languages, dealing with 
the progress of criminal jurisprudence and penal methods, together 
with bibliographical and miscellaneous notes of interest to students 
of the criminal law, criminology and the allied sciences. 

It is believed that such a journal will appeal not only to 
intelligent practitioners who are interested in the progress of a 
scientific criminal law, but to all persons, public officials and 
private individuals alike, who are concerned directly or indirectly 
with the administration of punitive justice, as well as to a large 
group of scholars who are working in the allied fields of sociology, 
anthropology, psychology, philanthropy, etc. It is now recognized 
that all these sciences are more or less closely related to criminal 
jurisprudence and criminology and that they are capable of throw- 
ing a vast amount of much-needed light on many problems of the 
criminal law. Each is in a sense contributory to the others and 
at many points their spheres touch and even overlap. 

J. W. G. 

Proposed Reforms in Federal Procedure. Theodore 
Roosevelt was the first president of the United States to 
make the matter of the law's delay a subject of discussion in 
his messages to Congress and to recommend legislation for 
the improvement of federal procedure, with particular refer- 
ence to the elimination of technicalities. In his message of De- 
cember, 1906, he suggested the enactment of a law prohibiting 
reversals and the granting of new trials on the ground of mis- 
direction of the jury or the improper admission or rejection of 
evidence, or for error as to any matter of pleading or procedure, 
unless in the opinion of the court to which the application is 
made, after an examination of the entire case, it shall affirmatively 
appear that the error complained of has resulted in a miscarriage 



